Alfred Bristow
This month the story from the War Memorial is about Company Sergeant Major Alfred Ernest Bristow. Alfred was born in Wingham in 1884. His parents were Harry and Jane Bristow who lived in the High Street. He had no less than five brothers and five sisters – Augustus, Harry, Thomas, George and Ernest, and Rose, Anne, Emily, Lily and Edith.
Alfred joined the Army at the recruiting office in Canterbury on the 29th April 1901 and he was initially based in Shornecliffe in Folkestone. At this stage in his military career, Alfred was with the Second Battalion of the Queens Own (Royal West Kent). By 1904 Alfred had achieved the rank of Corporal, he then became a Sergeant in 1912 and by 1914 was a Colour Sergeant. His Army Record of 1910 states that he was of exemplary character.
On the 19th June 1911 Alfred married Marie Winifred Tumber (the record was very difficult to read so this might not be correct) at St Mary’s Church in Wingham. Their son Stanley was born in Dublin on 3rd December 1913 and was christened in Dublin in January 1914.  So it is assumed that Alfred was stationed there at the time, possibly attached to the Royal Dublin Fusiliers. They also had a daughter Marie Kathleen, who was born on the 28th January 1915 in Wingham and christened at St Mary’s.

Alfred entered the First World War attached to the Seventh Battalion of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers in 1915. The Seventh Battalion had been newly formed in 1914 and had spent much of the previous twelve months training in trench warfare in Dublin and Hampshire. It is very  possible that Alfred trained at the huge practice battle field, which included an extensive trench system, that has very recently been uncovered on Ministry of Defence land at Gosport. Records then show that the Seventh Battalion left Devonport on board the SS Alaunia on the 10th July 1915, bound for Gallipoli. After stops in Malta, Egypt and Mudros Bay the Battalion landed in Suvla in Gallipoli on the 7th August 1915 during the August Offensive. They had arrived in the midst of the horrors of the Gallipoli Campaign. Despite a shortage of water, rations and artillery they almost immediately took part in the successful effort to capture Chocolate Hill on the 7th and 8th August and the attempts to recapture Scimitar Hill. 
At the end of September they left Gallipoli and in early October 1915 the Battalion landed in Greece to support Serbia who had been invaded by Bulgaria, known as the Salonika Campaign. Alfred’s Casualty Records show that he was wounded in the Balkans on the 8th December 1915, which was probably during the Battle of Kostorino, in Serbia, which took place between the 7th and 8th December 1915. However he was back to active service on 5th February 1916. 
The Seventh Battalion was sent to the Struma River in Greece in September 1916 with orders to attempt to establish a line across the river against the Bulgarians. It was not a successful offensive and on the 5th September 1916 Alfred received a shrapnel wound to his right shoulder near the Struma River, north of Karadzakoj. He was probably hit by a sniper and he died from the wound. Alfred was buried by the Rev J L Findlay, the officiating Church of England Chaplain on the 7th September. His remains today are buried in Struma Military Cemetery in Greece.
At the time of Alfred’s death, according to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, his wife Marie was living at 29 Heathfield Avenue in Dover, his father is recorded as deceased and his mother was living in Shoreham, near Sevenoaks. However in 1919, Marie wrote a letter about Alfred’s pension and her address was given as Grape Vine Cottage in High Street, Wingham. Marie was awarded a war widow’s pension of 20/6 a week for herself and her two children. She also received the 1914/15 Star medal which was awarded posthumously to Alfred.
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