Charles Frier
Charles was the son of Mrs Gertrude Frier of High Street, Wingham. However the family had not always lived in Wingham. His parents, Josiah Frier and Gertrude Smith had married in Faversham on the 6th April 1889.  Josiah had been born in 1862 in Dunkirk and according to the 1903 Kelly’s Directory he was a Bootmaker at Lwr.Brents at Preston, near Faversham. Gertrude had been born in Abbey Street in Faversham in about 1865.At the time of the 1901 census, the family consisted of Josiah who was then 39 years old, Gertrude who was 35, Charles who was 11 years old and attending Babington Board School, Henry aged 8 and Frank who was a baby.  Josiah died on the 26th July 1906 and is buried in Boughton under Blean. Sometime after this date the family moved to Wingham as by the 1911 census their address is recorded as High Street in Wingham. Gertrude had become a Housekeeper to a Fruit Farmer and the family had also taken in a lodger, Walter Featherstone, who was a Farm Labourer. 
At the time of the 1911 census, Charles was 23 years old, he was listed as single and his occupation was that of soldier.  Indeed Charles had enlisted in the Army some months before his Father died, on the 30th January 1906 in Canterbury. He joined the Worcestershire Regiment and appears to have served in both the 1st and 4th Battalions but by 1915 he was a Company Sergeant Major and was attached to the 4th Battalion as it prepared to leave for the frontline. His brother Henry served in the war as well. Henry who was born around 1893 served with the Royal Field Artillery but survived the war.

Before the First World War, it is quite likely that Charles had served in the Far East as the 4th Battalion of the Royal Worcestershires returned from Burma in August 1914, and then began preparing for war. Before leaving they were inspected by the King near Dunchurch. In March 1915 the 4th Battalion embarked from Avonmouth enroute to the eastern Mediterranean – they stopped at Malta on March 31st. At daybreak on Easter Sunday, April 4th they arrived in Alexandria and there embarked on the huge troopship ‘Aragon.’ The Aragon sailed from Alexandria on April 11th reaching the Greek island of Lemnos on April 13th 1915. By now the Battalion was aware that their aim was to effect a landing on the Gallipoli Peninsula. On April 25th the Landing at Cape Helles began. A defensive line was established but at a heavy price. The Battalion lost 300 men, leaving just 400. Nevertheless the Battalion went on to take part in the Third Battle of Krithia on June 4th 1915 and subsequent operations on the Peninsula. A special Brigade Order issued in 1915 stated, ‘The Brigade Commander wishes to place on record the great gallantry and devotion to duty displayed by Lieut. Colonel D. E. Cayley and the officers and men of the 4th Battalion Worcestershire Regiment during the operations since landing was effected on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The Battalion has always been well in hand and not a single straggler has been reported. They are a splendid example to the Brigade.’
Charles fell ill towards the end of the Gallipoli Campaign and he is recorded as dying at sea on the 9th December 1915. What that meant was that he died on board the hospital ship, HMS Caledonia from gangrene and pneumonia. He is buried in East Mudros Military Cemetery on the Greek Island of Lemnos. There is a short article about him in De Ruvigney’s Roll of Honour which also mentions that he was awarded the Cross Guns for five years in succession which sets him apart as a skilled marksman, possibly operating as a sniper.
As an aside, because of the location of the Greek island of Lemnos, it became an important Allied camp in the Gallipoli Campaign with several hospitals and it was on this island that the Armistice between the Entente Powers and Turkey was signed on October 30th 1918.
Alison Sims

