Rifleman John Marsh
This month we start looking at the history of the men from the War Memorial. First I must explain that research since publishing the original booklet has thrown up a different John Marsh to that originally detailed. This is the story of Rifleman John Marsh from Wingham.
John Marsh enlisted as a regular soldier in April 1908, joining The Rifle Brigade. At the time he was 19 years old and was a Labourer living in Wingham.  His parents were Jack and Fannie and were recorded as living in High Street in Wingham. He also had three brothers who were William, Douglas and Percy as well as no less than six sisters, Millie, Florence, Winifred, Lily, May and Bessie.

John’s service records show that between 24th April 1908 and 15th September 1909 he was based in Winchester. After that he was posted to India and remained there until October 1914. While there he suffered from Tonsillitis in November 1909 and Malaria in May 1910. After the outbreak of war his regiment was recalled to the UK where they prepared in Winchester for embarkation to France.
On 5th November 1914 he was sent to France as part of the BEF. He was killed in action on the Western Front on 8th January 1915, aged 25 years old. John is buried in Fauquissart Military Cemetery in Leventie in the Pas de Calais. His father received a letter from Major Russell on 22nd January 1915 to inform the family of his death. The family also received a letter from Lord Kitchener expressing the sympathies of the King and Queen. The records show that the Major also forwarded the effects of Rifleman Marsh to his parents which consisted of three letters, a leather purse and a pipe. 

After the war ended, John’s family took receipt of the medals he had been posthumously awarded – the 1914 Star Medal, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. By this stage the family had moved to Barnsole in Staple although many of his sisters had married and moved away from the local area.  
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