Private Cecil Belsey

Cecil Belsey was born in 1919 and before the war he worked for Chandler and Dunn Fruit Farm. After the outbreak of war he joined the Second Battalion of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in March 1940 and was quickly sent to France as a Pioneer for his Battalion.  He was 21 years old.

By May 1940 he was on the beaches of Dunkirk, and at some point he sustained an injury. Private Belsey embarked on a ship, probably the SS Mona’s Isle, along with over 1,200 service personnel and as he was likely a stretcher case he was on the deck of the ship as it left Dunkirk. Off the coast of France the ship came under fire from German batteries and was also attacked by six German aircraft. As a result of this engagement there were 83 casualties, including 23 dead, one of which was Private Belsey.

The Mona’s Isle continued to Dover, escorted by a destroyer. Private Belsey was brought home to Wingham for burial. His grave is marked with a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone and is in the graveyard in High Street in Wingham. 

Much of the information about Cecil was supplied by Mrs Gwen Barnes in 2008 when Wingham Scout Group were beginning to research the stories behind the names on the Wingham War Memorial. Gwen was Cecil’s sweetheart and she had met him at dance classes in the Red Triangle Hut which used to be on the corner of Northcourt Road and High Street in Wingham. Gwen had left school at 14 and gone into service. During the war she joined the Land Army and worked on a local farm. After the war she married but had no children so she entrusted Cecil’s story and the photo of Cecil and herself to myself to ensure his story would be remembered. 

The information about the SS Mona’s Isle was passed to me by another Wingham resident. The Mona’s Isle, who was an Isle of Man packet steamer, was believed to the first ship to complete the round trip during Operation Dynamo, and throughout the Operation she rescued over 6,000 troops.
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