George Horne
The story for this month from the War Memorial is about Lance Corporal George Horne. George signed up to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in Canterbury on the 27th August 1914 at the age of 19 and just 23 days after war had been declared. His family lived in Wingham Well and consisted of his parents George and Edith Marian, and four younger siblings, a brother, Henry and three sisters, Edith, Ellen and Emily. He also had an older half brother and sister, Fred and Minnie from his father’s first marriage.
Divisional training was completed at Aldershot in February 1915 and the Battalion, as part of the 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division, landed at Boulogne between the end of May and the beginning of June of that year. Divisional headquarters were established at Nieppe, between Bailleul and Armentieres at Ploegsteert Wood. On the 18th July George was taken to a Field Ambulance suffering from sickness. George was discharged to his unit on the 25th July just as the Division took over a section of the front line at Ploegsteert Wood for the first time. However on the 4th August he was wounded in action and taken by hospital train to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital in Boulogne, arriving there on the 6th August. George recovered and was able to rejoin his unit on 24th September.

Shortly after George returned, the Division took part in the Battle of Loos, relieving units in Gun Trench on the night of 30th September/ 1st October 1915. Throughout the autumn the division moved along the front encountering miserable wet weather.  By the 13th February 1916 they were holding the line on the Loos Front from the trenches at Quarries to the Hohenzollern Redoubt. This was an area where a lot of underground mine warfare was carried out. By the time the Division was relieved on 26th April 1916 it had suffered 4,000 casualties. George’s luck seemed to be holding this time and he came through the fierce fighting with no additional wounds to his Casualty Record.
In July the Division arrived in the Somme battlefields where it took part in the Battle of Albert and the Battle of Pozieres. As you would expect casualty figures were high. The Division then took part in the Battle of Transloy on the Arras Front on the 22nd August and then moved back to the Somme at the end of September taking part in intense fighting to capture Bayonet Trench which was not achieved. During this time on the Somme George was once again wounded, on the 10th October 1916. He was taken to the Field Ambulance but returned to his Unit on the 12th October signifying that it was not a serious wound. The Division was relieved on the 19th October after suffering a loss of 135 officers and 3,176 men. In all, over 43 days of fighting on the Somme, some 11,000 casualties had occurred. George had come out of the hell that was the Somme and with the Division moved back to Arras where it was comparatively quiet and then into a rest period, for the first time since June. On 23rd October 1916 George was promoted to Lance Corporal and even better, between 10th and 19th November he was back in England on leave. His family must have cherished the short time they had with him.
After the rest period the Division was involved in the Arras Offensive of 1917 and was to remain there until the end of that year. Numerous battles took place and the Division moved along the line. By the 20th November the Division was in the forward section of the attack on the Cambrai front. Despite initial advances, heavy shelling and a newly assembled German Infantry Division pushed them back. Casualties from the fighting were high with fifty per cent of the fighting force being recorded as wounded, missing or killed in action. Relief for the Division came on the night of the 3rd/4th December but it came too late for George who had been wounded on the 2nd December. George had received a gunshot wound to the abdomen and was taken by the Field Ambulance to a Casualty Clearing Station. From there he was admitted to the 26 General Hospital at Etaples on the 13th December. Etaples was a huge hospital town in the First World War and it was here at 26 General Hospital that Lance Corporal George Horne died on the 17th December 1917, aged 23 from the wound and diphtheria. He is buried in Etaples Military Cemetery.

George’s effects were sent to his Mother, Edith Marian Horne. These included a purse, a tidy bag and some letters. He was awarded the 1914-15 Star medal and the British War and Victory Medals which were also sent to his Mother. Looking back at this story, it is hard to comprehend what George went through. He lived through and survived nearly three and a half years on the front line, taking part in some of the most intense fighting of the war at the Somme, Arras and Cambrai, living for great stretches at a time in wet, muddy, disease infested trenches, living daily with fear. Some of the stories are now starting to overlap, men from the other parishes in our Benefice, in Staple and other rural Kent parishes, also fought alongside George in The East Kent Buffs. Men from our rural farming communities probably joined up together and fought together on the Western Front, the friendship and comradeship probably did much to help them through the dark days. 
A last note. On the War Memorial George is recorded as being George Horn but on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission register and on his Army records he is George Horne (this made it initially difficult to trace him until it occurred to me to try his surname with an ‘e.’)
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