Wingham War Memorial

Albert and William Danton
This month the story from the War Memorial is about two brothers. Albert and William were brothers whose parents, William and Ann lived in Bridge Street in Wingham. Their family was large with nine children in total, as well as Albert and William; they had another son, Harry and six daughters, Matilda, Emily, Emma, Eliza, Annie and Alice. It is not clear if they always lived in Wingham and it is possible from Albert’s service records that the family may have lived in Ickham at some stage. However what is certain is that by the time of Albert’s death in 1915 the family were living in Wingham.
Albert was the oldest brother and he was a regular soldier, joining the East Kent Regiment, The Buffs on the 7th July 1907 when he was 20 years old, serving with the Second Battalion. Before joining up he had been a Farm Labourer. In 1907 Albert was based in Canterbury but in 1908 he was posted to Aldershot. By the autumn of 1908 he was in Singapore and he would remain in the Far East and India with his Battalion until they were recalled to the Western Front in autumn 1914. 
Most of the information on Albert’s postings come from his Company Conduct records and it must be said Albert had a somewhat colourful military career! He was constantly detained and fined for being absent at Roll Call, breaking out of barracks, for being drunk, resisting escort and on two occasions, for losing his waist belt! From these records we can also see that Albert served first in Singapore, then he was in Hong Kong until 4th December 1910 which was followed by another posting in Singapore until February 1913 when he moved to India with the Battalion. He remained in India until the battalion was recalled to the UK in November 1914, sailing home on the SS Ultonia, (incidentally the SS Ultonia would later be sunk by a German U Boat on June 27th 1917 190 miles off Fastnet). The battalion was then based in Winchester preparing for war until sent to the Western Front in early 1915. 
Albert and the Second Battalion embarked from Southampton landing at Le Havre between the 16th and 19th January 1915 and were almost immediately moved to an area between Ballieul and Hazebruck. Private Albert Danton was wounded in action in the trenches on the 6th March 1915. He died from his wounds on the 18th March, probably in Entretat General Base Hospital, and he is buried in Entretat Churchyard.

Rather less is known about Albert’s younger brother William. William served with the First Battalion, the Essex Regiment and died on 25th January 1918. He is buried in Nine Elms British Cemetery. Nine Elms is located close to Poperinge in the heart of the Flanders battle fields and it seems likely that he died in action close to Poperinge or Ypres. The Scout Group visited his grave on our trip to Flanders on 21st November 2009.
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This is a photograph of Private William Danton’s grave at Nine Elms British Cemetery taken on our trip.

Alison Sims
