Three Naval Men
A number of the men commemorated on the War Memorial were in the Royal Navy. This is the story of three of those Naval Men. It should be noted that Naval Records have so far thrown up less information than the Army records.
Able Seaman Somerville Danzey Cresswell was the son of Sackville Cresswell of The Square in Wingham. He was born in Ashford on 9th March 1893. Somerville Cresswell served on board HMS Formidable, a 15,000 ton battleship, built in Portsmouth in 1898. Formidable was part of the 5th Battle Squadron. On the night of the 31st December 1914 / 1st January 1915 she had been sailing along the south coast when she was hit by two torpedoes fired by U Boat 24 captained by Rudolph Schneider, the first hitting the starboard side and the second hitting the port side. Bad weather conditions meant the ship sank in less than two hours at 2am, 20 miles off Start Point in Devon. Casualty figures vary, but of the 750 crew onboard only around 200 – 233 men survived. Able Seaman Cresswell was one of those lost and is commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial.
Officer’s Cook 1st Class William Wright served on board HMS Queen Mary during the First World War. He was the son of Emily Wright of Wingham and the husband of Alice Wright of Union Street in Maidstone. He had been born on 14th May 1884 in Wingham. The Queen Mary saw extensive service in the early years of the First World War as part of Admiral Beattys 1st Battlecruiser Squadron. She took part in the Battle of Heliogoland Bight, off the German coast, on the 28th August 1914 and was present, under the captaincy of Captain Cecil Prowse, during the German bombardment of Scarborough and Whitby in December 1914. After a refit in early 1915 her next major engagement was the Battle of Jutland in 1916.  On the 31st May 1916 during the battle, she came under fire from two German battleships, the Derfflinger and the Seydlitz. It is believed a massive explosion of the onboard ammunition caused HMS Queen Mary to sink. The ship went down quickly with the loss of 1,266 men. A small number of men survived. A Memorial Service was held on Monday 12th June 1916 at St Paul’s Church in Knightsbridge for Captain Prowse and the Officers and Men of the ship. Officer’s Cook, 1st Class Wright is also commemorated on Chatham War Memorial.
Able Seaman Hubert Amos, was of the son of William and Edith Amos who lived in Shatterling. He had been born in Staple on 2nd October 1898. His war years were spent serving on HMS Tartar. HMS Tartar was a Tribal Class torpedo boat destroyer who served in the North Sea and the English Channel. It was on service off the coast of France as part of the Dover Patrol that she was hit by U boat 65 on June 17th 1917. U65 was commanded by Otto Steinbrinck, a highly decorated German Naval Officer who would sink 205 allied ships during the First World War.  HMS Tartar was damaged but not destroyed. However there was a loss of 45 crew members, including Able Seaman Amos. His body was recovered and he is buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery.
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HMS Tartar in port after being mined.

After the First World War it was decided by the Admiralty that three permanent memorials should be built to honour those members of the Royal Navy who had no known grave. The three manning ports in Britain were chosen as the locations – Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth.The memorials were all designed by Sir Robert Lorimer with sculpture by Henry Poole. Each contain an obelisk which serve as a marker for shipping. The Chatham Naval Memorial was unveiled by the Prince of Wales (the future Edward VIII) on the 26th April 1924. All three memorials were extended after the Second World War. Chatham Naval Memorial commemorates 8,517 sailors of the First World War and 10,098 from the Second World War.
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