Remembrance
At Remembrance time, it is the names inscribed on the War Memorial that have the most impact but in fact there were probably many men who lived locally, who also joined up and returned after the war. In fact in four years, over seven million men were mobilised in the UK and from this number, just under a million died. There are 26 men named on the War Memorial who had a connection with the village but it is likely at least seven times that number from the area joined up and we can assume that as many as 195 men from the Wingham area may have joined up. Those men that did return may have done so with life changing injuries, shell shock and what today we know as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Although the extent of this movement and return of men from our community is not recorded, it must have had a major effect on village life.

There is some information on one of those men who did return. William Mascall, who ran the Freemasons Pub on the corner of Southcourt Drive and High Street, was the first Wingham man to go to war. At the Wingham Petty Sessions in 1919 he explained that when the license for the pub had been due for renewal in 1914 he had already joined up and was unable to renew it. He stated that he was the first man from Wingham to go to war. 
On Remembrance Sunday, as in many towns and villages, the names from the War Memorial are read out, and we now know the stories behind the names of some of those men. The last man from Wingham to die in the First World War was Sub Conductor Percy Newsham of the the Royal Army Ordance Corps, whose death is recorded as the 22nd November 1919, over a year after the Armistice, in Alexandria in Eygpt. Percy had been attached to the Headquarters of the Australian Mounted Division and on the 23rd December 1918 he was recommended for a Mention in Depatches for ‘being a thoroughly efficient chief clerk’. After the Armistice there was growing unrest and revolution in Egypt against the British occupation of Egypt and Sudan and it appears to be during this time that Percy died in Egypt. He is buried in Alexandria (Hadra) War Memorial Cemetery.
Like Percy, most who died are remembered in foreign lands. However some are buried in this country and there are two Commonwealth War Grave Commission graves from the First World War within our Benefice. They are both in the churchyard at All Saints in Stourmouth, of Able Seaman James Morris and Private Edward Griggs of the Machine Gun Corps.

Although the Commonwealth War Graves Commission decreed that no man or woman would be repatriated home for burial and created cemeteries and memorials around the world, it was important for all local communities to have a focus for Remembrance. This led to the building of the Cenotaph in London and war memorials up and down the country. The cenotaph in London was originally a temporary wooden structure erected in 1919 but it became such a concentration of a nation’s grief that the decision was taken to make it permanent. The permanent cenotaph was dedicated on Armistice Day 1920, on the same day that the Unknown Warrior was buried in Westminster Abbey. It was the Rev David Railton, MC, the vicar of St John’s in Margate, who made the suggestion that would lead to the tomb of the Unknown Warrior having seen a solitary grave in a tiny garden in Armentieres. At the head of that grave was a rough wooden cross with the words ‘An Unknown British Soldier’. For Fabian Ware who created the War Graves Commission (January article) every man who died was important, regardless of name, rank and class and it is for this reason that a war that started with the Times publishing casualty lists of officers only, ended with a nameless, rankless, classless soldier buried among Kings
.

This same feeling caused 54,000 war memorials to be erected across Britain. If they couldn’t bring their dead home, then communities raised money to build memorials in many different forms – crosses, columns, towers, village halls, gardens, cottage hospitals, pavilions and fountains. In this way the war memorial in the burial ground in Wingham was built. It was important for communities to have a focus for memorial and remembrance, and somewhere to come together every year for the act of remembrance. The War Memorial in Wingham was built by public subscription, as was the case for many, and it was dedicated on Ascension Day in 1922
.
The desire by the country to hold Remembrance Services every year was borne out of a wish to commemorate the fallen rather than celebrate the victory that had come at a terrible price. Within a few years, the acts of Remembrance that we know today – the laying of wreaths, wearing of poppies and the two minutes silence – were quietly established as an Act of Remembrance that the whole country observed. There have been periods in our history when Remembrance has been marginalised and for many families other dates took on greater significance. However with recent conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, with the commemorations of the First World War Centenary and Seventy years since D-Day, Remembrance has once again taken on a renewed significance. It is not about the glorification of war, but simply a unifying time of remembrance when we remember all those who served their country.
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� Information taken from ‘Empires of the Dead’ by David Crane.


� Thanks to Steve Sheath for the information on the War Memorial in Wingham





